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SUBJECT: WOULD YOUTH FESTIVAL WRAP-UP 
REF: BERLIN 1298 

1. SUMMARY. TENTH WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL (WYF), JULY 27- 
AUGUST 5, ALTHOUGH BY AND LARGE A POLITICAL NON-EVENT, 
WAS COLORFUL PROPAGANDA FEATHER IN HAT OF EAST GERMAN 
REGIME IN GENERAL AND ERICH HONECKER IN PARTICULAR. 
IMPRESSIVELY WELL-ORGANIZED FESTIVITIES SUCCEEDED IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 01351 01 OF 02 071944Z 

KEEPING FOCUS ON MAIN WYF THEMES OF "PEACE, FRIENDSHIP 
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AND ANTI-IMPERIALIST SOLIDARITY", BUT IN INTEREST OF 
DETENTE SOUGHT TO SKIRT POTENTIALLY CONTENTIOUS ISSUES, 

SUCH AS AMERICAN POLICIES IN INDO-CHINA AND NEAR EAST. 
ANTI-AMERICANISM WAS MUTED AND, TO EXTENT IT EXISTED, 

WAS ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY IN U.S., LATIN AMERICAN AND 
AFRICAN DELEGATIONS. AS EXPECTED, MOST INTERESTING 
CONFRONTATIONS TOOK PLACE BETWEEN GDR AND FRG YOUTH, 

WITH LATTER BADLY HAMPERED BY INTRA-DELEGATION SPLITS 
AND SQUABBLES. END SUMMARY. 

2. TENTH WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL CLOSED AUGUST 5 AFTER 
NINE DAYS OF HIGHLY-ORGANIZED, COLORFUL, CAREFULLY- 
PROGRAMMED ACTIVITIES. CLEARLY INTENT ON PORTRAYING 
GDR TO WORLD AS ENTHUSIASTIC AND PROSPEROUS MODEL OF 
SOCIALIST EFFICIENCY, REGIME PULLED OUT ALL STOPS IN 
MOBILIZING ALL AVAILABLE RESOURCES AND PERSONNEL FOR 
FESTIVITIES. RESULT, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, WAS 
SINGULARLY IMPRESSIVE DISPLAY OF "GERMANIC" ORGANIZA- 
TIONAL ABILITY, WITH EVERY DETAIL NOT ONLY WELL-PLANNED 
BUT WELL-EXECUTED. PROGRAM WAS CAREFULLY ARRANGED SO 
THAT POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS TOOK PLACE DURING EARLY, 

MORE ENTHUSIASTIC, STAGE OF FESTIVITIES, WITH 
CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS, CHIEFLY ROCK AND FOLK GROUPS, 
PREDOMINATING AS "EXCITEMENT" PREDICTABLY WANED TOWARD END. 

3. CLEARLY MOST FORMIDABLE PERSONAL PERFORMANCE DURING 
FESTIVITIES WAS PUT ON BY HONECKER HIMSELF. DOMINATING 

A COTERIE OF POLITBURO MEMBERS AT OPENING CEREMONIES, 

HE SUBJECTED HIMSELF TO ALMOST EIGHT STRAIGHT HOURS OF 
STRENUOUS HAND-CLAPPING AND SMILING IN WELCOMING SOME 
140 DELEGATIONS. SCURRYING OFF IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER 
TO PARTICIPATE IN CRIMEA SUMMIT, HE RETURNED EVENING OF 
JULY 31 TO ATTEND GALA SOVIET VARIETY SHOW RECEIVING 
PLAUDITS OF SELECT, HIGH-LEVEL AUDIENCE AND BUSS FROM 
ANGELA DAVIS. FINAL THREE DAYS OF FESTIVAL HONECKER 
SALLIED FORTH INTO CROWDS FOR SOME WESTERN-STYLE GLAD- 
HANDLING, BABY-KISSING AND PERSONAL CONVERSATIONS WITH 
INDIVIDUAL DELEGATES (INCLUDING FRG BUNDESTAG MEMBERS). 

GDR PRESS AND TV COVERAGE LEFT MANY WITH DISTINCT 
IMPRESSION THAT NEW EAST GERMAN "PERSONALITY" 
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MAY WELL BE EMERGING. 

4. AS OBSERVED REFTEL, ANTI-AMERICANISM DURING WYF 
WAS DEFINITELY MUTED. WHILE "ANTI-IMPERIALISM" WAS 
DOMINANT THEME OF WEEK, IT WAS DISCUSSED IN BROADEST 
TERMS AND, WITH EXCEPTION OF PORTUGAL, NO SPECIFIC 
WESTERN COUNTRY WAS SINGLED OUT FOR ATTACK. ISOLATED 
SPEAKERS WERE OF COURSE CRITICAL OF U.S. AND SOME ANTI- 
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U.S. FLOATS AND SIGNS APPEARED, BUT THEY WERE GENERALLY 
ECLIPSED BY MORE PREVALENT "PURE IDEOLOGICAL" ENCOUNTERS. 
SOVIET AND EE REPRESENTATIONS BOTH IN PUBLIC AND CLOSED 
MEETINGS PROVIDED PARTICULARLY ADEPT AT HEWING TO CURRENT 
LINE OF DETENTE, PRESUMABLY UNDER EXPLICIT INSTRUCTIONS. 
ANTI-AMERICANISM WAS MOST VOCAL AMONG U.S., LATIN 
AMERICAN, AND TO SOME EXTENT, AFRICAN DELEGATIONS. 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 01351 02 OF 02 071950Z 

72 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 IO-13 CU-04 SCA-01 HEW-08 AF-10 ARA-16 

EA-11 NEA-10 RSC-01 NIC-01 ACDA-19 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 PRS-01 

SS-15 USIA-15 RSR-01 /188W 

028231 

R071505Z AUG 73 
FM USMISSION BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2201 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 2 OF 2 BERLIN 1351 

5. GDR PRESS AND TV LAID GREAT EMPHASIS THROUGHOUT 
FESTIVAL ON "FREE EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS". ACCORDING TO 
ONE OBSERVER PARTICIPANT, MEMBERS OF FRG DELEGATION 
(PERHAPS ONLY RELATIVELY-BALANCED ONE) WERE ABLE TO 
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SPEAK FREELY AT CLOSED MEETINGS AND DISCUSSIONS, ALTHOUGH 
RESOLUTIONS WERE UNIFORMLY SLANTED TOWARDS SOVIET LINE. 

IN AD HOC GATHERINGS OF DELEGATES AND FDJ ON ALEXANDER- 
PLATZ AND OTHER PUBLIC AREAS. DISCUSSION WAS APPARENTLY 
ALLOWED TO FLOW WITHOUT OBVIOUS HINDRANCE. MOST BLATANT 
AND PUBLICIZED CASE OF RESTRICTIONS ON FREE EXPRESSION 
OCCURRED ON ALEXANDER PL ATZ JULY 29 WHERE JUNGE UNION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 01351 02 OF 02 071950Z 

(JU) MEMBERS OF FRG DELEGATION SEEKING TO START DIS- 
CUSSIONS WERE SURROUNDED BY TRAINED FDJ PROPAGANDISTS AND 
EFFECTIVELY ISOLATED WHILE SPEAKING OR ATTEMPTING TO DISTRIBUTE 
LEAFLETS. AWAY FROM CENTER OF EAST BERLIN, JU DELEGATES 
WERE APPARENTLY ABLE TO ENGAGE IN FREER DISCUSSIONS. 

6. PUBLIC DISSENSION WITHIN FRG DELEGATION, WHICH WAS 
ADMITTEDLY COMPOSED OF GROUPS OF WIDELY DIFFERING 
POLITICAL PERSUASION, STOOD OUT IN STARK CONTRAST TO 
GENERALLY DISCIPLINED CONDUCT OF OTHER DELEGATIONS. 

CHIEF PROTAGONISTS WERE CDU'S JUNGE UNION (JU) ON THE 

ONE HAND, AND REPRESENTATIVES OF SUCH LEFTIST GROUPS AS 

JUSOS, FALKEN, AND DGB YOUTH ON OTHER (FRG COMMUNIST 

DELEGATES WERE ALSO ACTIVE BUT REMAINED GENERALLY ALOOF 

FROM INTRA-DELEGATION CONTROVERSY). OFFICIAL COMPLAINT 

LODGED BY JU WITH FESTIVAL STEERING COMMITTEE TO EFFECT 

THAT FREE EXCHANGE OF IDEAS WAS BEING OBSTRUCTED, AS 

WELL AS SIMILAR REMARKS TO WESTERN PRESS, WERE PUBLICLY 

REJECTED BY JUSOS, FALKEN AND DGB GROUPS, WHO TERMED JU ACTIVITIES 

IN SEEKING TO SPARK DISCUSSIONS AND DISTRIBUTE LEAFLETS 

AND HANDBILLS "PROVOCATORY". APPEALS VOICED BY FRG AND 

WEST BERLIN POLITICIANS (INCLUDING FDP FRAKTION CHAIRMAN 

OXFORT) FOR NON-COMMUNIST ELEMENT OF FRG DELEGATION TO 

PRACTICE "DEMOCRATIC SOLIDARITY" WENT UNHEEDED. AT 

AUGUST 3 PRESS CONFERENCE IN EAST BERLIN DIETER LASSE 

(FALKEN) ASSERTED THAT ALL MEMBERS OF FRG DELEGATION 

HAD BEEN ABLE TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES OPENLY AND WITHOUT 

HINDRANCE, AND THAT FRG PARTICIPATION IN FESTIVAL HAD 

BEEN "SUCCESSFUL" AND "EXTREMELY USEFUL". ON SAME 

OCCASION DGB YOUTH SECRETARY WALTER HAAS, SPEAKING ALSO 

FOR JUSOS, TOOK FRG PRESS TO TASK FOR "TENDENTIOUS" 

REPORTING ON THE FESTIVAL AND REITERATED POINT THAT, 

CONTRARY TO JU CLAIMS AND MANY NEWSPAPER REPORTS, MEMBERS 
OF DELEGATION HAD HAD AMNY POSSIBILITIES TO EXPRESS THEIR 
POSITIONS FREELY ON DIVERSE POLITICAL SUBJECTS. GDR 
MIDIA LOST NO OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY UP DISSENSION WITHIN 
FRG DELEGATION AND ITS CRITICISM OF FRG PRESS: HAAS 
STATEMENT OF AUGUST 3 WAS PUBLISHED IN ENTIRETY IN NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND UNDER HEADING "DECLARATION OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE FRG DELEGATION." AT PRESS CONFERENCE IN WEST 
BERLIN AUGUST 6, HEAD OF JU GROUP (LANDOWSKY) REITERATED 
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CHARGE THAT MEMBERS OF JU HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS 
AT FESTIVAL EITHER IN CLOSED MEETINGS OR ON ALEXANDER- 
PLATZ. GDR REFUSAL TO PERMIT RE-ENTRY INTO EAST BERLIN 
OF SEVEN NON-DELEGATE JU MEMBERS PREVIOUSLY ADMITTED ON 
JULY 29 TENDS TO LEND WEIGHT TO THIS CONTENTION. 

7. LINCKELMANN, OFFICIAL OF FEDERAL MINISTRY OF FAMILY. 

YOUTH, AND HEALTH WHO ACTED AS OBSERVER DURING FESTIVAL, 
SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD MISSION OFFICERS THAT MUCH OF ANIMOSITY 
TOWARDS JU ON PART OF OTHER "DEMOCRATIC GROUPS" WITHIN 
FRG DELEGATION COULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO LONG PERIOD OF JU 
INDECISION OVER WHETHER IT SHOULD TAKE PART IN FESTIVAL AND 
TO FAILURE OF JU MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN PRE-FESTIVAL PREPARATIONS 
IN FRG. KLEIN 
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